WORLD TOURS INVITE YOU TO A SPECIAL SECULAR FRANCISCAN PILGRIMAGE

TO ROME AND ASSISI

(Sponsored by St. Margaret of Cortona SFO Region)

SEPTEMBER 14-22, 2009

$2375* from Washington Dulles IAD; $2299* JFK

Add departure tax and fuel/surcharge of $365. See reservation form for details
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Day 1, Monday, Sept. 14 – (Exaltation of the Holy Cross)  Departure from the USA to Italy, a land rich in history, culture and art.  Overnight flight includes dinner, breakfast and in-flight entertainment.
Day 2, Tuesday, Sept. 15 – (Our Lady of Sorrows)  Arrival in Rome, “the Eternal City.”  You are met, assisted and escorted by your local guide.  Enjoy a tour of the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Wall and St. John Lateran, the most important Franciscan place in Rome where St. Francis sought the approval of his Rule based on Poverty, Chastity and Obedience directly from the Pope in Rome.  We will continue our guided tour to a visit to the impressive Basilica of St. Mary Major. Celebrate mass in the evening followed by Welcome Dinner.  (D)
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Day 3, Wednesday, Sept. 16 – Rome (St. Cornelius, Pope and Cyprian, Bishop and Martyr)  Papal Audience at the Vatican.  Today is truly a day we will have in our minds for many years to come.  With your local guide, attend the weekly Papal Audience and Blessing given by His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI.  Following the audience visit the Vatican Museum.  See edifices with hundreds of galleries filled with art treasures and awe-inspiring relics and works of art donated throughout the centuries as tributes of faith.  Visit the overwhelming Sistine Chapel, world famous for Michelangelo’s Masterpiece and The Last Judgment.  Enjoy the rest of the afternoon for prayer, reflection and souvenir shopping. (B/D)
Day 4, Thursday, Sept. 17 – Rome-Assisi (Stigmata of our Holy Father St. Francis)  After breakfast, enjoy a pleasant drive through the Apennine Mountains to the hilltop village of Assisi, home of St. Francis and St. Clare.  With a local guide visit the Church of St. Clare and the Basilica of St. Francis, the hub of a religious order devoted to the ideals of humility, forgiveness, simplicity, and love for all God’s creatures.  See the crucifix that spoke to St. Francis, “Go, Francis, and repair my house, which as you see is falling into ruin.”  Also visit the Monastery of San Damiano, where St. Francis received his calling and where St. Clare died in 1253. Celebrate mass during the day.  (B/D)
Day 5, Friday, Sept. 18 – Assisi (St. Joseph of Cupertino - Conventual friar)  Visit the sanctuary of Greccio known to the world as the Franciscan Bethlehem.  It was here in 1223 that St. Francis thought of commemorating the Birth of the Infant Christ with the creation of the first Crib.  Since 1972, during the Christmas season, a series of live open-air scenes are organized so that the experience of the First Crib can be renewed.  Celebrate mass and a free time for reflection and devotions.  (B/D)


Day 6, Saturday, Sept. 19 – Assisi (Saturday Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary)  After breakfast, visit Santa Mari degli Angeli (Portiuncula), the seventh largest Christian church.  Directly under the dome of the Basilica stands La Porzuincola Chapel, which was given to St. Francis by the Benedictines.  It was the initial nucleus from which the Franciscan Order was born.  Celebrate mass and balance of the day at leisure.  (B/D)
Day 7, Sunday, Sept. 20 – Assisi-Rome  (XXV Sunday in Ordinary Time)  Celebrate mass and depart for Rome.  Rest of the day at leisure.  You may want to visit the Colosseum, one of the New Seven Wonders of the World, the Roman Forum, where Roman legions marched in triumph, the legendary Spanish Steps or the famous Trevi Fountain. (B/D)
Day 8, Monday, Sept. 21 – Rome  (Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist) Optional Walking Tour with Fr. Richard, OFM.   This afternoon you are free to continue exploring Rome on your own.  Consider a visit to the Holy Stairs, which were brought from Jerusalem to Rome around 326 AD by St. Helena, mother of Constantine the Great.  As a favorite of pilgrims everywhere, these 28 white marble steps may only be ascended on the knees.  Celebrate a Thanksgiving mass followed by a Farewell Dinner.  (B/D)

Day 9, Tuesday, Sept. 22 – Rome  (Tuesday of the XXV Week in Ordinary Time) Departure to USA.  (B)
GENERAL INFORMATION (IMPORTANT, PLEASE READ): THE PRICE INCLUDES: Round trip flights from Washington, D.C. and JFK. 4-star hotels in Italy, based on double occupancy.  Single supplement $298.  Last person to join with no roommate must pay single supplement.  Meals: Daily buffet breakfast and dinner. All excursions detailed in the itinerary, with licensed guides and deluxe air-conditioned vehicles.  Entrance fees to all sites visited.  Luggage handling at hotels and airports in Italy. Transfers to/from airports in Italy.  The price is based on a minimum group of 10 participants.  NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE:  Personal expenses.  The customary “end of trip” gratuities are not included in your tour price.  A general guideline of US$4-$6 per person per day is a customary amount for the Local Guide; US$4-$5 for the airport escort, US$3-$5 is suggested for the Driver and $2 for the hotels restaurant staff.   Passports and Visas: Your passport must be valid at least until MARCH 23, 2010. American citizens do not need a visa to travel.  Reservations and payment: A $250 deposit (by check please) is required with the registration. Final payment is due no later than JULY 30, 2009 to avoid a $49 late payment fee and no later than AUG. 13 to avoid a $75 late payment fee.  Please make check payable to AVIATOURS.  Cancellations and insurance: This is a promotional fare, your cancellation can affect the size of the group and costs.  For this reason we must charge cancellations fees: Up to 6 months prior to departure = $75. Between 6 to 4 months - a $125 fee; between 119-60 days prior to departure - a $300 fee; between 59-15 days the fee is $350 plus the value of a non refundable airline ticket; between 14 days up to 4 days before departure, 25% of the total cost, plus the value of non-refundable airline tickets.  Between 4 days to day of departure 100% total cost of package. Only written cancellations will be considered. We highly recommend obtaining travel insurance to cover the cancellation fees for medical reasons, as well as, your health, accidents, lost or damage of luggage, etc.  If you buy insurance when you send your deposit, you will be waived any pre-existing medical conditions.  More information please check with your group leader.  Responsibility:  Aviatours of Freeport, NY and/or its agents only represent the passenger concerning the hotels, transportation (air, sea, or motorized) trips and other services, and it declares free of liability for any loss, damages or delays incurred by sickness, strikes, war, quarantine or any other cause out of control.  We reserve the right to change/alter the itinerary, when it is in the interest of the group.    In addition, the airlines utilized with connection to this tour, are not liable/responsible of any act, omission or event during the time that the passengers are not on board the airline equipment.  Aviatours does not assume responsibility for errors or omissions contained in the brochure.  Price and taxes are guaranteed only upon receiving full payment and issuing airline tickets. Taxes may be increased by the airline due to increase in fuel cost until tickets are issued. 
*  Personal checks or money order only payable to WORLD TOURS; add 4% for credit card payment.   Deposit - $250;   Final payment due – July 27, 2009

	TRAVEL SELECT (see plan benefits above)*

	Trip Cost 

(full cost per person)
	Base Plan Rates Per Person

	 
	Ages 0-34
	Ages 35-50
	Ages 51-60
	Ages 61-70
	Ages 71-79
	Ages 80+

	$0 excludes trip cancellation/interruption
	$20 
	$26 
	$33 
	$41 
	$52 
	$87 

	$2,001 - $2,500
	$92 
	$112 
	$121 
	$160 
	$232 
	$345 


* Please add $8 processing fee to each premium.
For registration & more info, contact:

SONIA BERNARDO




FR. RICHARD TREZZA, OFM
11704 Veirs Mill Rd





Pilgrimage Chaplain
Silver Spring, MD 20902




Sacred Heart Friary  
(301) 933-2487 tel





4 Jersey St.  
(301) 938-8342 cell phone




East Rutherford, NJ 07073 (973) 775-1915 x 
jsbernardo@msn.com 




(973) 775-1915 x 124


